Py Ld
STATE OF CALIFORNIA H:ESOUF!CES AGENCY o DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

NOTICE TO
STATE WATER PROJECT CONTRACTORS

NUMBER: 03-10 DATE: 7/5 /Dj

susJecT: Principles Regarding Public FROMW/ %&\/ -

Participation Process in State INTERIM DIRECTOR, DEPARFMENTBF WATER RESOURCES
Water Project Contract Negotiations

connection with the Settlement Agr ement, dated May 5, 2003, reached in Planning and
Conservation League et al, v. Department of Water Resources, 83 Cal. App. 4™ 892 (2000).

These guidelines are effective upon‘the'superior court’s approval of the Settlement
Agreement on May 20, 2003. o

The Department of Water Re{ouroes is issuing the following guidelines prepared in

1. Policy: Given the importance‘ of the State Water Project to the State of California, and
the key role that the long-term water supply contracts play in the administration of the

SWP, DWR agrees that public review of significant changes to these contracts is
beneficial and in the public in erest.

2. Types of Activities to be Covered: Project-wide contract amendments (i.e., contracts
with substantially similar terms intended to be offered to all long-term SWP
Contractors) and contract amendments to transfer Table A amounts between existing
SWP contractors will not be offered to the contractors for execution unless DWR has

first complied with the public articipation process as described in Paragraphs (3), (4),
(5), and (6). ‘

3. The Public Participation Procéss:

1) Negotiations will be condu#ted in public.
2) The public will be provided‘with advance notice of the time and place of the
negotiations. | '

3) The public will be provided the opportunity to observe negotiations and
comment in each negotiating session.

4, Timing of Public Participation:  Public participation ordinarily will precede the
formulation of the project desc iption in the California Environmental Quality Act

process in order to assure that the public participation is meaningful. When DWR is a
responsible agency, (e.g., when existing SWP contractors agree to transfer Table A
amounts between themselves), the public participation will be scheduled to facilitate
coordination with the lead agency’s CEQA process.
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5. Activities That Will Not Be Subiect to Public Participation: Informal discussions
prior to exchange of formal drafts and discussion of topics that are authorized
to be kept confidential by law will not be subject to the public participation process.

6. Contract Amendments Resultin From Litigation: If litigation has been formally
initiated, and settlement negotiations result in a proposal to adopt project-wide
amendments to settle the litigation, all proposed contract amendments shall be
subject to the public participation process before they are approved by DWR.

Notices of public negotiations will be put on the DWR website.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Dan Flory,

Chief of DWR's State Water Project Analysis Office, at (916) 653-4313, or Nancy Quan of his
staff at (916) 653-0190.
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